Mr. Goldsack 2019
Forensic Evidence Assignment

Describe your favorite 4 types of forensic evidence and one type of forensic “science” that has proved to unreliable. Use information from the videos, written and electronic sources to create a report that will:

1. Describe what forensic evidence is in general. Don’t forget this part! Your words…what it is and why it’s important.
2. For your four Forensic sciences (evidences):

· Explain how each type of evidence is collected and analyzed.

· Describe how the evidence can be used in court to resolve a crime.  (you must cite specific examples of past cases)

· Describe any limitations (what makes it difficult to use as evidence)
3. For your unreliable science…explain what it is and why it’s not reliable and provide a case where someone was convicted based on the false evidence it provided.
3. Provide a standard bibliography (MLA style)

Example of a way to present your information for this assignment:   
type:  •odontology: forensic study of bite marks
collected and analyzed by:  


•matching known bitemarks from suspect and/or victim to samples taken from the crime scene.  A styrofoam cup can be used for the sample imprints.

examples of uses:  


•to match bite marks on victims with offender's teeth marks (or vice  versa)


•to correlate teeth to known dental records.


•to determine the age of the victim.

methods/limitations:


•a bite mark is made in a soft material like a styrofoam cup so that it can be 

compared to dental impressions left at the crime scene.


•dental records and X Rays are compared recovered skeletal remains to see if 

there is a correlation.


•no other methods work for collecting this info., other than skeletal remains 

sometimes being used to determine a dead person's approximate age.


•a possible limitation may be if only a partial record of the teeth is found or if 

records of visits to dentists or orthodontists (known dental records) can't be 


found.
Case example: 1978 murder of Lisa Levy. Ted Bundy left a bite mark on her buttock.
Be specific in your analysis – when you are done you should be an expert (
