Genocide Research Paper/Presentation

“ The World is too dangerous to live in- not because of the people who do evil, but because of the people who sit and let it happen.”------Albert Einstein

The first step towards taking action to make this world a better place, or less evil, is to educate yourselves about the events that have shaped our past and those continuing today, that make our world a dangerous place to live in.  Then, in turn ,educating others about what you have learned.

Population Cleansing- ranges from pressure to emigrate to genocide makes the world a dangerous place to live for many of the world’s minority populations.

You will be researching a group of people, from anywhere around the world that has suffered from some kind of genocide at the hands of another group of people. 

Focus your paper / presentation on the following questions:
· Who was the genocide happening to?

· Who was causing the genocide?

· What issues caused the genocide to occur? (Religious, racial, cultural, religious, etc.) 

· For how long did the genocide occur?  Is it still occurring?

· What happened to the culture that was being oppressed when the genocide ended?

· What is the relationship between these groups of people today?
Explain how the genocide unfolded by showing examples of how the eight (8) stages played out (Armenia Genocide example on the reverse):

· Classification

· Symbolization

· Dehumanization

· Organization

· Polarization

· Preparation
· Extermination

· Denial
Grading
50 % : The paper should be 2 pages long, typed, double spaced. Use common sense, and be sure to proof read your paper before you hand it in to me!
50% : Presentation to a small group…peer assessed.

Armenian Genocide (1915-1917)

Classification

This Genocide was the Ottoman Empire against the Armenians.  Turks Vs. Infidels

Symbolization

Most Armenians were christian, so they started calling all non-muslims “Infidels”.  Infidels had higher taxes and given fewer rights.  Crosses on missions were broken and replaced by crescents

Dehumanization

Dehumanization started with the loss of civil rights and death marches into the desert.  They were denied food and water, brutalized, and often killed by  "guards" while marching.  To add on, Armenians were forced to strip down naked and beaten by the Turks.

Organization

The Committee of Union and Progress formed a militia and organized a list of Armenians to be exterminated, singling out politicians, intellectuals, and particular men.

Polarization

The Armenians were isolated.  They were forbidden from public places and weren't allowed to participate in public events.

Preparation

The Lttihad Central Committee announced racial cleansing of Armenians 1915.  Shortly after, Armenian soldiers were disarmed, Armenian property was taken away, stolen, or burnt, Armenians were forced into labor, Armenian leaders were put to death, and Death Marches began to carry out.

Extermination

During the Armenian Genocide, it is estimated that 1.5 million Armenians were murdered.  They were often arrested, tortured and killed by the Turks.  Many Armenian political leaders were publicly hanged without a trial.  Approximately 5,250 Armenians were arrested and killed.  Armenians orphans were often given to Turkish families to be “Turkified.”  Nearly 1.5 million of the 2 million Armenians were deported, and of those, 1,175,000 Armenians were killed, and the rest were ordered to be “Turkified” in April of 1917.  Turkey denied any foreign support for Armenians.

Denial

Turkey claims the Armenians were guilty of treason and that they were simply relocating potentially dangerous people.  In addition, no American president has ever classified the Armenian Genocide as a genocide.
