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Topics:
A.

Review of criminal, civil, and other types of law



B. 

Intro. to reading cases


C. + D.
Examples of Canadian cases:  Walkerton and Truscott.
A.

1.
Look at the facts of each of the following "case briefs" to determine if the law involved is mainly criminal, civil, or some other type.  Explain how you've categorized each of the stories.

a.
A driver from the Ritz hotel in Paris is called in to work to act as a 


substitute driver for Princess Diana and her friend.  The driver arrives for 

work intoxicated and is involved in a fatal accident.

Type of law:  _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

b.
Quebec could separate legally.

Type of law:  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

c.
A man in Bountiful, B.C. is married to several women at one time and has had 

more than 50 children with his "wives".

Type of law:  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

d.
A man accused of murder decides that he wants his case heard by a judge 

alone rather than a judge and jury.

Type of law:  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

e.
A new law for impaired drivers is introduced that creates the toughest 

consequences Canadians have ever imposed for the offence of driving while 

impaired.  In addition to other penalties, a first conviction will result in a 

licence suspension for one year.  If another conviction occurs within five 

years, a penalty of a three year driving suspension will be 
imposed.  A third 

offence will result in a life-time suspension of driving privileges.

Type of law:  ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2.
Does  law change more slowly than society, or does society change more 

slowly than our legal system?  Use examples to support your answer.
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

B.
Understanding case citations:



R. v. Dudley and Stephens (1884) England 14 Q.B.D. 273.

R. =

v. =

Dudley and Stephens = 

(1884) = 

England =

14 Q.B.D. 273 = 

The “5 Ws”

What was the crime? ___________________________________________

Who committed the crime?________________________________________

Where did it happen? ___________________________________________

Who had jurisdiction? __________________________________________

When did it happen? ____________________________________________

Motivation of accused? __________________________________________

Outcome? ___________________________________________________

2.
Write "the facts" for a legal brief on the Stephens and Dudley case.  Focus on the 5 Ws and note the decision for the case.  Use complete sentences, but not more than 35 words.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
3.
Did this case set a precedent used in other cases that happened later?  

Explain how knowing about this case would help a judge to sort out what 

should happen in future cases on related topics.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

C.
The Walkerton Tragedy - video (2003)

1.
You're the investigating police officer.  You must first determine the facts of what happened, then decide if any criminal activity occurred.

a.
What happened in Walkerton?  (The facts!)

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
b.
Was there criminal activity that led to loss, suffering, or harm?  Who 
would 

you charge?  What charges would you bring against those responsible?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2.
You're a civil law lawyer.  Who suffered a loss, harm, or damage?  Who 

can sue?  Who do you think is responsible for what happened?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3.
How would you prevent this type of tragedy in the future if you were the MP 
or MLA from this area?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

D.
The Steven Truscott case (ref. the video clip.)

1.
Write a case brief.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2.
Why was Steven convicted of killing Lynn Harper?  What penalties was he 

given for this crime? Why?
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

3.
Why is Steven fighting to clear his name now?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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The case of the conjoined twins -
On August 8, 2000, two children were born to a Roman Catholic couple who live in Malta.  The children were conjoined, meaning that they are joined at the pelvis, they share a circulatory system, and their spinal columns are on the same axis.  Each child has two arms and two legs.  The parents of the twins travelled to Britain in hopes of ensuring that their children could survive.  


Doctors did not believe there was any hope of the twins surviving for more than a year if they remained joined.  They believed that if Mary, the weaker of the two who depended on her sister's circulatory system, was separated from Jodie, she would die.  Doctors also believed that if the two were separated, Jodie would survive.  The parents refused to authorize the separation.   Although  doctors usually honour parents' wishes in health matters concerning children, the doctors in this case decided to go to court to get permission to perform the separation surgery.

Arguments to support the parents' point of view on this surgery:
• _________________________________________________________________

• _________________________________________________________________

• _________________________________________________________________

• _________________________________________________________________

Arguments to support the doctors' point of view on this surgery:

• _________________________________________________________________

• _________________________________________________________________

• _________________________________________________________________

• _________________________________________________________________

How does the Dudley and Stephens case apply to this case? (i.e.  what precedent was set in Dudley and Stephens that would help the judge to resolve this case?) __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

If you were the judge, what would your decision be on this surgery?  Explain!

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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