Social Studies 10

Mr. Goldsack
LETTER TO THE EDITOR: SEVEN OAKS JUNE 19, 1816
(The Mass Murder at Seven Oaks or The Victory of Frog Plain)

Do you want to write a letter to the editor -- and ensure it has the best chance of being published? Keep it short, keep it focused and keep it within the bounds of good taste.
To make sure your letter is compelling enough that the editor will not toss it in the reject pile: 

	


1. If you are referring to a previously published letter, a news story or column, identify it by its headline and the date it was published (Re: Davenport grinds out a win, Aug. 17). This enables the editor to quickly check the original item to verify any references you have made to it (i.e. quotes, statistics, etc.). There were no newspapers in Red River during this period, but you can refer to the event (deaths of 20-22 settlers) because everyone knew about it.

2. Cut to the chase. You don't need a long, rambling introduction to your subject. Just focus on one or two key points that you want to make and then get out. The Métis of this area have become too aggressive and dangerous. They need to be put in their place once and for all. <OR> The settlers of Red River need to learn respect for the ways of the Métis. This was our home before they moved here.
3. Write short, punchy sentences, grouped in two or three paragraphs. The Métis were not to be blamed. The settlers fired first. <OR> The unarmed settlers were ambushed. They didn’t stand a chance.
4. Be witty. Let your sense of humor and irony shine through. You can even be a little wicked, as long as you don't cross the line of good taste. It was like shooting fish in a barrel. They were settlers not hunters, they probably shot each other by accident. <NOT> They were ugly and stupid and deserved to die!
5. Don't launch a personal attack on the “person” -- attack his/her views. Offer a different opinion. Try to “add fuel the fire” to create a debate so that other readers might join in the discussion in subsequent letters. For example, if you feel the event at Seven Oaks was an assassination of the governor (and settlers) because of the way he treated the Métis and not a chance meeting (followed by a gunfight), then tell your story in a way that challenges the other perspective. 
6. If you have read a news story or feature article that relates to something you've experienced, respond by putting your own personal twist on the subject. In this case, imagine you were actually at Seven Oaks and witnessed the event.
